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violation of the right of asylum whenever it suited the Govern-
ment in power. The same argument had been used by the
Minister Oliivier against the nineteenth-century 'k anarchists"
who had attacked the " liberal " order of Napoleon III.
It is strange to see how the raison of the governing classes in
France had been able to find a thousand raisons to justify any
and every attitude, and apparently basic principles have simply
been thrown to the winds the very moment they had to be put
to the test.
The influence of Christianity in the world has lessened for
the same reasons, not only because it has not spared humanity the
horrors of war, but because the ministers of the Church have
always attempted to prove that the war in question was a holy
war being waged for the Saviour. Illogically enough, the
" national and Christian " circles in every country always rail
against those who refuse logically and with courage, providing
their attitude is genuinely sincere, to take up arms. They prefer
to adopt this illogical outlook rather than admit the sad fact that
the application to-day of the teachings of Christ in entirety would
lead free men straight into Hitler's pagan slavery: eternal peni-
tence without hope of redemption.
The Communists have always repudiated, though not on moral
grounds, the use of " individual acts of terrorism " as a political
arm, and on this point at least, of their basic theory, there has
been little change, for the Russians, in accordance with the Lenin
theory, only hailed the attempted assassination of Laval and
Deat, the death of Heydrich and even the execution of Henriot
(more dangerous as a venomously spiteful propagandist than
several S.S. divisions), as " events immediately preceding the
active uprising of the people against the oppressor '*. Mean-
while, the capitalists, whether Liberal or Conservative, and even
the Socialists who all held in horror " individual acts of terror-
ism " against the " established order ", were wildly applauding
ffthe courageous actions of a Colette or the executioners of the
butcher Heydrich or Henriot without appreciating the illogic of
their behaviour; for they were ready to condemn the assassina-
tion of Darlan, who had for years been not only a pre-eminent
supporter, but an almost indispensable member of the Laval-
Petain-Vichy system. Yet these same individuals did not accord
the same rights to the Catalan Macia or the Comitadjis, who
felt just as much oppressed as the Czechoslovaks and whose
villages were almost as savagely " punished ". How easy it is
for the governing classes in time of peace to rouse the general
public against such "dreadful anarchists" and in time of war